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Circle the correct definition
of anarcho-syndicalism:

1) A simplistic, economistic approach to 3) An animal species that became ex-

complex social, economic and political tinct in Spain in the 1930s.

Iatas, 4) A cult founded by Edward G. Robinson,
2) A sexist, workerist 19th-century ideology George Raft, Humphrey Bogart and
with a fetish for blue overalls. James Cagney in the 1940s.

5) None of the above.

If you chose 5 as the correct answer, then maybe you should check out the
Workers Solidarity Alliance.

Popular misconception of Anarchosyndicalists In real life.
an anarchosyndicalist.

The Workers Solidarity Alliance is a nationwide anarchist syndicalist or-
ganization. We believe that working people must organize themselves in their
workplaces, communities and schools into autonomous direct action-oriented
movements controlled democratically and directly by the rank and file. This
is the only way to build a new world in which people run their own lives free
from governments and bosses.

Members of the WSA are active in the struggles for rank and file workers'’
rights; sexual, racial, and cultural liberation and equality; environmental
safety; and in opposition to militarism, imperialism and the arms race.

‘ The WSA is the U.S. section of the International Workers Association, a
“ wotldwide federation of revolutionary libertarian labor organizations with
sectionsin Europe, Latin America, Australia, and Asia.

For more information contact:

Workers Solidarity Alliance-New York

339 Lafayette Street, Rm. 202
New York, New York 10012
212-979-8353




i’rinciples of

Revolutionary Unionism

Principles of the International Workers Associa-
tion, originally adopted at its founding congress
in January, 1923.

1: The goal of revolutionary unionism is the reorganization
of social life on the basis of libertarian communism, which
can only be achieved by the revolutionary action of the
working class itself. Only the economic organization of the
proletariat, and not political parties, are capable of reach-
ing this objective.

2: Revolutionary unionism aims at the abolition of class
privilege by the establishing of economic communities and
administrative organisms run by the workers in the fields
and factories, forming a system of free councils without
subordination to any State power or political party. Revo-
lutionary unionism poses the economic reorganization of
society as the alternative to the politics of states and par-
ties. The goal of revolutionary unionism is not the conquest
of political power but the abolition of all statism in the life of
society. The disappearance of the class monopoly of
private property in the means of production must also be
accompanied by the disappearance of all forms of domina-
tion.

3: Revolutionary unionism combines the daily struggle for
the economic, social and intellectual advancement of the
working class within the limits of present-day society with
the revolutionary goal of common action by all manual
and intellectual workers, in all sectors of the economy, to
create self-management of all production and distribution
processes in the interests of the community.

4: Revolutionary unionism is opposed to centralist organi-
zation in which the needs of society are subordinated to the
interests of a few, \mﬂe!ylsreplacedbymdﬁrmltyandpa-

to the top by uniting all forces in the defense of common
ideas and interests.

5: Revolutionary unionism rejects all parliamentary activ-

ity, and all delegation of power to legislative bodies. It
holds that even the freest voting system cannot bring about

the disappearance of the clear contradictions at the heart
of present-day society.

62 Revolutionary unionism is internationalist, it rejects all
arbitrarily created political and national frontiers and de-
clares that what is called nationalism is the religion of the
modemn state, behind which is concealed the material in-
terests of the ruling classes. Revolutionary unionism recog-
nizes only the self-determination and free federation of all
regions.

7: Revolutionary unionism fights against militarism and
war and advocates the general strike to prevent war. In
case of war, revolutionary unionism demands the boycot-
ting of all war materiel, with the exception of a country
where the workers are in the midst of a social revolution, in
which case it is necessary to help them defend the revolu-
tion. During the revolution, workers’ militias, controlled by
the workers’' unions, must be substituted for standing
armies.

8: For revolutionary unionism, direct action is the means
of struggle; for example, occupations, strikes, boycotts,
sabotage, etc. Direct action finds its fullest expression in
the general strike which may, at the same time, be the pre-
hude to the social revolution.

9: While revolutionary unionism is opposed to all organ-
ized violence of the State, it realizes that there will be vio-
lent clashes during the decisive struggles between the capi-
talism of today and the free communism of tomorrow.
Thus, it recognizes as valid that violence which can be used
as a means of defense against the violence used by the rul-
ing classes during the social revotution. As expropriation of
the land and the means of production can only be carried
out and brought to a successful conclusion by the direct in-
tervention of the workers’ revolutionary economic organ-
zations, defense of the revolution must be in the hands of
the workers’ own economic organizations and is not the
task of military or quasi-military bodies developing inde-
pendently of these economic organizations.

10: Workers’ revolutionary unionism is the only social
force that can bring about the self-emancipation of the
workers from capital and the State.
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